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Reflections from a sermon on Greed.

It is helpful to distinguish between self interest, ambition and greed.

Greed kicks in when self interest ignores proper limits, becomes
unfettered and runs rampant and uncontrolled by any factor.

Legitimate self interest provides for myself and those who depend
on me.

Greed always consumes not leastit consumes the person it takes
hold of. It is never satisfied and is always hungry for mémeugh is
never enough!

At apersonal level then greed an cast a dark shadow in our lives.

At aglobal level prosperity, efficiency and technology, pursued
without limits or regard for the planet, has given us a planet, our
home, which threatens to become our grave.

Christian faith criticises greed for 2 reaso for what it does to a
society which is dominated by it and what it does to individuals who
cultivate it.
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neighbour, since one man cannot ovasound in external riches,

without another manacking them ....it is a sin against God, just as all
mortal sins, inasmuch as man condemns things eternal for the sake

2F GSYLRNIt OGKAYy3IadEod

Aquinas is saying greed knows no boundaries and secondly there is
more to life than physical things.



Sabbath is acrucial antidote to greed because it is intended to be a
regular weekly reminder of the true purpose of life.

Thevoice of greed inside us will tell us that there is a lot to do. Itis a
loud voice often drowning out theoice of God telling us to slow
down and be with him.

In Christian thinking the counterpart to greed is not poverty but
generosity. Generosity is such a good antidote to greed.

How do we learn generosity?
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Once we begin to seghat we haveas gifts from God and not rights
they ought totake on a different meaning for us.

A loving creator God reveals to me that | live in an amazing world
with generosity right at its centre: a world that ultimately only works
through generosity ath not greed Through giving...... John 3:16.
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They are ours for a while to use, to pass on to others and to be
treated with care.

They are there to be used, not to be kephey are loaned not
owned.

This view of things paradoxically raises their preciousness and also
makes them easier to give @nd give away

Generosity leads to freedom, liberty and joyour giving.

Generosity helps us become a little bit more like God, not just made
in his image but living it out too!!

How generous are we?






