
Reflections from a sermon on PRIDE. 

Sunday 27th Jan. 2008. 

¶ ¢Φ{Φ 9ƭƛƻǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ 

ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ 

¶  άLŦ I only had only sermon to preach it would be a sermon 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇǊƛŘŜΦέ G.K. Chesterton. 

¶ It is not that self esteem is wrong rather how it is 

established that is important. 

¶ Is it (self esteem) attained by boosting my own sense of 

my own importance to myself and the world around me 

whoever, whatever the cost - or by some other route? 

¶ Upon what do we build our own sense of value and self-

esteem? On the foundation of our own goodness, which is 

shifting sand, or upon the rock which is Christ? 

¶ .ƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜΩǎ ό[ǳƪŜ муΥ ф -14) attempt to 

establish his own identity and worth through his moral 

achievements is an inevitable comparison of himself with 

everybody else, especially the rather grubby and 

embarrassing tax official praying in the corner of the 

ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ ά L Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ LΩƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ƘƛƳΦέ He has become the judge. 

¶ As the Pharisee had prayed he looked neither upward in 

worship and adoration, nor downward in remorse, but 

sideways in comparison, in competition, to the others 

gathered in the temple.   

¶ The Tax Collector ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ άDƻŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉƛǘȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ŀ 

ǎƛƴƴŜǊΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ 

the heart of God.  



¶ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŀȅΣ realise before whom 

you stand.έ  

¶ άCƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘΣ 

and everyone wƘƻ ƘǳƳōƭŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ 

Lk. 18: 14. 

 

¶ Read John 13: 3 ς 5. 

¶ Jesus humility allowed him to serve without favour or 

prejudice. He never once had to look over his shoulder or 

pause to think how others would view what he was doing, 

he was doing the Fathers will! 

¶ Serving means being prepared to do anything ς for it is 

love, not duty or intimidation, that motivates true service. 

¶ The trouble with a proud heart is that it refuses to see the 

towel let alone tie it around the waist, neither can it bear 

the cross.  

¶ /Φ{Φ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά IǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ 

ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

¶ Let us pray: άDƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉƛǘȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΦέ   

¶ Let us pray:  Asking that we ƳƛƎƘǘ άǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέΦ  

¶ Let us be like Jesus: humble servants of a humble God. 

 


